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Welcome
I am pleased to present the annual Chairperson’s Report of the Malvern Community 

Arts Council for the year ending 31 December 2019.

The primary purpose of the Malvern Community Arts Council has continued 

through its 42 years of activity in the district—‘To promote art and artists to the 

people of Selwyn’. We continue to develop, facilitate, and support local arts events 

and activities so that our community can fully enjoy and participate in the arts.

I would like to extend my thanks to all MCAC volunteers for your hard work. The 

activities and achievements of our Executive, Gallery, Performing Arts, and Artweek 

Committees; the gallery volunteers who cheerfully greet visitors; and those who 

help with the setup and take down of Artweek and concert venues are invaluable. 

Your passion and dedication makes it possible for us to provide great art, cultural 

experiences, and engaging activities to the people of Selwyn.
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Following a suggestion that came from our Executive 

Committee in 2018, we asked Te Taumutu Rūnanga to 

choose a suitable te reo Māori name for our gallery that 

would fit within the wider context of history, place, and 

traditions in our district. The Ruahikihikitanga Portfolio, 

which deals with culture and identity kaupapa presented 

us in July 2019 with “Te Huanui”, meaning the pathway, 

the road, trail, or highway. 

The presentation letter expresses the symbolism of the 

name this way: “Te Huanui references those trails across 

the Canterbury Plains and the migration of our ancestors’ 

southwards. Te Huanui also signals the opportunity for 

new trails and new pathways, paths and trails yet to be 

forged by the new generation of ancestors”. 

The historical and the forward-looking aspects of Te Huanui 

connect with the Gallery’s mission: we follow the traditional 

trails of artistic technique, experience, and inspiration, 

and we encourage new methods, materials, and skills in  

the community of artists around us.

The decision to adopt a te reo Māori name for the Gallery 

was a deliberate decision on the part of the MCAC 

Executive Committee. Te Huanui reminds us of important 

elements of te reo Māori that are becoming a greater 

part of New Zealand’s identity. A te reo Māori name for 

Rua Pick plays a shell trumpet with long wooden  

mouthpiece which was part of our November 2019  

exhibition, “Tūrangawaewae”.
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the Gallery fosters both the recognition and the use of 

important cultural elements in New Zealand life.

To mark the adoption of Te Huanui as the gallery’s 

new name in November 2019, we invited a number of 

contemporary Māori artists to exhibit their work in 

Darfield. The exhibition was entitled “Tūrangawaewae” 

(the place we belong through kinship and ancestry), 

because these artists have close ties to Ngāi Tahu, Canterbury, 

and traditional Māori artforms.

Meg Morten, our most capable 

Gallery Chairperson continues to 

direct operation of Te Huanui and 

provide the impetus for planning 

its range of exhibitions each year. 

The number of visitors to the gallery 

almost reached 4,900 in 2019, 

compared to the previous two years of approximately 5,400 

visitors each. (The most significant attendance drops in 2019 

were for the months of January, October, and November.) The 

Treasurer’s Report details the 2019 financial performance for 

the Gallery.

Stacey Weaver is fascinated by photographing flowers when they are just past their prime.  

This work was part of our “Flora & Fauna” exhibition.
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Gallery 1 Exhibitions

Our 2019 exhibitions included works by stylistically 

diverse and engaging artists, including printmakers, 

potters, photographers, painters, an exhibition and 

demonstration from selected members of The Textile and 

Fibre Arts Network of Christchurch, students from Vicky 

Peacock’s Creative Sparks programme, and members of 

the Ashburton Art Society. The majority of our exhibiting 

artists continue to be drawn from those already based in 

the Selwyn District.

The routine of taking down and packing one exhibition 

and hanging the next one on a monthly basis is handled 

very efficiently by Meg, the Gallery Committee, and our 

Arts Administrator, Katrina Ellis. In addition, committee 

members attend openings, and are part of the  

committed group of volunteers that work to keep the 

gallery open and running. We are much indebted to the 

approximately forty-five volunteers who spend a few 

hours at the desk once (and sometimes twice) a month 

to keep Te Huanui open six days a week. Special thanks 

also go to Jane Duncan for her cheerful and dedicated 

organisation of the volunteer roster for the gallery each 

month.

Gallery 2 Highlights

The success of Gallery 2 as a venue for displaying and selling 

works from our artist members has continued. The 70 artists 

who paid membership fees in 2019 generated Gallery 2 sales 

exceeding $17,000 for the year. 

Works by our artist members are regularly rotated for exhibition  

in Gallery 2.
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The ‘art for hire’ scheme that has been active at The Oaks and 

The Terrace bar and café, has come to an end, as The Oaks will 

cease its operations at the end of April 2020, and Woodley’s 

(formerly The Terrace), terminated its agreement with us and 

decided to make their own artistic choices for display in the 

restaurant. During 2019 no works were sold at The Oaks and 

one was sold at The Terrace.

MCAC is fortunate to have an excellent relationship with Orion, 

who own the building which houses Selwyn Gallery. In 2019 we 

were able to have the design and installation of new signage 

on the front of the building to coincide with the re-naming of 

the gallery. Orion’s continued support for MCAC and the arts in 

Selwyn is vital to our operations, and we are extremely grateful 

to the company for its generosity as a landlord. 

We are also thankful to Selwyn District Council for its support 

through the Selwyn Event Fund, and its administration of 

Creative Communities NZ. During October 2019 our storage 

container was re-located in the Council’s storage yard slightly 

to the north of its previous location. Frews Transport provided 

the “heavy lifting” for this move. Since we purchased the 

container in 2016 it has continued to prove its worth, enabling 

us to store our screens close at hand, and giving us secure 

storage space outside the Gallery itself.
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DARFIELD ARTWEEK

Darfield Artweek 2019 began with a grand opening on Friday, 

11 October with approximately 150 invited guests, sponsors, 

supporters, and artists in attendance. The main exhibition then 

remained open to the community from Saturday–Sunday,  

12–20 October, attracting approximately 1000 visitors. There 

was general agreement that the exhibition continues to attract 

a consistently high quality of artwork. We were also pleased at 

the attendance of our local MP, the Hon. Amy Adams, who 

declared the exhibition to be officially open.

We were fortunate to have Fiona Simpson as our judge for 

2019. She serves as Art Curator at the University of Lincoln, 

and we were pleased that the University made it possible 

for her to accept our invitation.  Her knowledge of art history 

and appreciation for subject and composition in the exhibited 

artworks provided a most satisfying line-up of prize winners, 

who were awarded a total of $ 5500 in prizes.

Darfield Artweek is a showcase for work by local artists. This 

past year our award winners included Darfield artists Soon-Lee 

Spicer and Jan Mitchell, Helen Stevenson from West Melton, 

John Maillard, a Tai Tapu printmaker/photographer, and Philip 

Beadle and Henry Turner from Christchurch.

Orion Premier Award, Artweek 2019
“Chrysanthemum & Quinces”   Soon-Lee Spicer

Reminiscent of traditional Japanese woodcuts, this exquisitely rendered still-life is a 

beautiful example of the medium. (Fiona Simpson, Artweek Judge 2019)
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Particular thanks also need to be given to the Artweek 

Committee for their tireless organisational work, ably led by 

Chairperson Lorraine Natusch. Sylvia Townshend takes great 

care with the last-minute project that is the catalogue, and 

the rest of the committee (Meg Morten, Alastair Nicol, Althea 

Kallas, Julia Banks, and Ruth Warren), along others among 

our regular volunteers, help out in countless ways. A particular 

mark of the committee’s dedication to Artweek’s success, is  

its de-brief meeting following each year’s exhibition, which 

aims to improve the procedures and presentation that 

contribute to Artweek’s well deserved reputation among 

artists and the public.

Our thanks also go to all our sponsors and donors, whose 

generosity makes this event possible. The diligent promotional 

work of our Artweek Committee encourages the sponsorship 

of this event by a variety of businesses and individuals, raising 

the profile of Darfield Artweek and MCAC. We are most 

appreciative for the broad community support that is given by 

many local businesses and families, and the Friends of MCAC, to 

sponsor the major prizes and contribute to covering our costs. 

Again this year we received generous support from Selwyn 

District Council’s Event Fund for printing the catalogue, hiring 

the Darfield Recreation Centre, and buying publicity.

Local Businesses Award,  
Artweek 2019
“Yellow Arches”   Henry Turner

Careful consideration of subject matter, and a refined composition are the strengths of this work, 

allowing the narrative to remain open to interpretation. (Fiona Simpson, Artweek Judge 2019)
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A significant part of the Arts Council’s income comes from 

Artweek, largely from the sale of artworks at the main 

exhibition. Of the 298 artworks on display, 53 were sold during 

the exhibition, for a total of $ $15,310,  (compared to 2018 sales 

of 52 works for $21,394). 

A large percentage of sales income goes directly back to 

the artists to support their work, but MCAC retains a sales 

commission, which furthers our promotion of the arts in 

Selwyn. Darfield Artweek also provides benefits to the local 

community. From survey responses we estimate that some 

40% of Artweek visitors also patronise food outlets in the 

township. 

MCAC Friends Award, Artweek 2019
“Jar”  David Atkinson

 Subtle colouring, significant form and striking salt glaze successfully combine  

to create a very elegant sculptural work. (Fiona Simpson, Artweek Judge 2019)
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PERFORMING ARTS

In May the Performing Arts Committee organised a concert in 

May 2019 by Moana Maniapoto which unfortunately attracted 

only a small attendance. We used a publicity strategy that 

specifically targeted the guitar and ukelele players in the area, 

in addition to relying on our usual print media advertising 

strategy, social media and the Friends of MCAC network. As a 

result of some particularly appreciative comments about the 

performance in The Malvern News office the next day, I was 

asked to write a review of the concert, which doesn’t always 

happen. 

Equally enjoyable, and slightly better attended, was a 

performance by The Kugels, a band of four musicians that 

plays Jewish folk music called “klezmer”. Because of the 

unfamiliar nature of the musical style, our publicity made a 

particular effort to emphasise the connection between Jewish 

folk music and the Kirwee Players’ performance of “Fiddler on 

the Roof” about a month in advance of The Kugels’ concert.

The Performing Arts Committee chooses its performers from 

the annual offerings of Arts on Tour NZ, and benefits not only 

from their logistical and artistic expertise, but also the financial 

support of Creative Communities NZ which is administered 

Moana Maniapoto invited the audience members with guitars and ukeleles to 

join in wih some “garage band” favourites.

The Kugels  played klezmer, Jewish folk music, at Trinity Church Darfield.
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through Selwyn District Council. These organisations make it 

possible for us to bring a variety of performers to the area that 

are not easily available otherwise.

Thanks go to Melissa Jebson and the Performing Arts Committee 

for their great work in bringing these wonderful performances 

to us. This committee recruited two new members in the past 

year, but has also accepted the resignation of Janet Lilly, long-

time supporter of MCAC and the Performing Arts Committee.

SCHOLARSHIPS AND AWARDS

MCAC continued its support of young artists in the district by 

once again donating towards the Darfield High School Senior 

Prize Fund. The donation of $100 was awarded as two named 

prizes for the arts of $50 each.

In 2019 the Executive Committee advertised scholarship 

support for students studying any arts discipline. A number of 

young people submitted applications, and awards to support 

tuition costs were awarded to Oscar Gosling, Z’Arn Payne, 

Lily Payton, Hannah Molloy, Katie Molloy, Neve Molloy, and 

Alexander Craig.

Darfield Dental Award, 
Artweek 2019

“Interior No. 2”  Gavin Chai

 This small yet sophisticated 

work draws the viewer in with 

subtle colours and a strong 

composition. (Fiona Simpson, 

Artweek Judge 2019)
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MCAC ADMINISTRATOR

Our MCAC Administrator, Katrina 

Ellis, is essential to the running 

of Te Huanui, serving as the 

primary contact for artists and the 

community, as well as assisting with 

a number of MCAC programmes. 

She coordinates all exhibiting artists, 

designs and produces advertising, 

and helps hang exhibitions and plan openings.

In September 2019 Katrina gave birth to her second son, 

Mitchell, and took a four-month maternity leave. Those of 

us connected with the operation of Te Huanui and Artweek 

discovered how much we rely on the efficient work that 

Katrina does, as several people took on extra duties during her 

absence. Special thanks go to Meg Morten, who shouldered 

much of this extra work to keep the Gallery, and the rest of us, 

on track during Katrina’s absence.

We continue to be very grateful for the generosity of the Rata 

Foundation in supporting MCAC operations. Their February 

2019 grant of $10,000 enabled us to continue funding our Arts 

Administrator position through the 2019 calendar year. Among 

Survus Consultants Award , Artweek 2019
“Spring Snow”  Steve James

 In the tradition of Canterbury landscape painters such as Archibald Nicoll and 

AA Deans, this work has an appealing composition and captures the spirit of 

the land. (Fiona Simpson, Artweek Judge 2019)
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Katrina’s accomplishments as Arts Administrator has been a 

more extensive use of social media for promoting the Gallery 

and other Arts Council events, and the maintenance of good 

communications with our artist members and exhibitors. 

Our long-term goal to increase the profile of the Malvern 

Community Arts Council and Te Huanui so that we can 

financially support an ongoing Arts Administrator position 

remains unrealised.

It is important here to acknowledge all the work that our 

Treasurer, Alastair Nicol, does in relation to the Arts Administrator 

position, since he provides payroll and administrative support 

for it.

Health and Safety

Our Health and safety policy, procedures, and documentation 

remain in place, because of the responsibility we have to care 

for the safety of our volunteers and committee members, as 

well as visitors to MCAC events and activities. We encourage 

all our committees and volunteers to continue to refer to the 

policy and report any issues which may arise.

Merit Award, Artweek 2019
“A Splash of Yellow”  Jan Mitchell

Through the skillful application of paint and a pleasing composition, the 

artist has created an engaging and delightful work. (Fiona Simpson,  

Artweek Judge 2019)
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VOLUNTEERS 

One of the significant challenges we face for our future is 

recruiting more (and younger) volunteers and committee 

members. We have tried to enliven our Friends of MCAC 

programme with discounts on our Summer Exhibition and 

concerts. We are always on the lookout to recruit new members 

to various committees in order to share the workload and 

ensure continuity. The Selwyn Gallery and Darfield Artweek are 

community resources too valuable to be allowed to languish. I 

encourage you to help us find new volunteers to support and 

promote the arts in Malvern. 

Merit Award, Artweek 2019
“Autumn Vines, Cromwell”  Philip Beadle

This autumnal representation evokes rather than describes the landscape, 

allowing the artist’s personal vision of the land to shine through.  

(Fiona Simpson, Artweek Judge 2019)
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2019 Committees
Executive Committee Philip Baldwin Chairperson
 Lana Coles Secretary
 Nicola Hardy 
 Meg Morten
 Alastair Nicol Treasurer
 Judith Pascoe Malvern Community Board Representative
 Kirsty Peel
 Paul Rosanowski

Gallery Committee Meg Morten Chairperson
 Kristine Daly
 Richard Hallowes 
 Allan Harris
 Althea Kallas
 Lorraine Natusch Secretary
 Carole van Leeuwen

Performing Arts Committee Melissa Jebson Chairperson
 Philip Baldwin  Secretary
 Janet Lilly
 Janet MacDougall
 Sherlee Sadler
 Janet Taege
 Diane Woodward

Artweek Committee Lorraine Natusch Chairperson
 Philip Baldwin Secretary
 Julia Banks
 Althea Kallas
 Robin MacIntosh
 Meg Morten
 Alastair Nicol
 Sylvia Townshend
 Ruth Warren
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Summer Exhibition 2019
“Sails on the Waves”  Sue Anderson (Curry)
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Summer Exhibition 2019
“Pohutakawa”  Lorraine Jacobs
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Summer Exhibition 2019
“Raku bottles”  Bev Jones
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Merit Award, Artweek 2019
“Willow/Sea Grass Basket”  Helen Stevenson

This artist allows the existing sculptural elements of the 

materials to dictate the form of the basket, creating a natural 

beauty with subtle gradations in colour. (Fiona Simpson, 

Artweek Judge 2019)
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Merit Award, Artweek 2019
“Abel Tasman”  John Maillard

By reducing the landscape to its most essential elements, this 

photograph successfully evokes a subtle, sombre mood with 

good use of negative and positive space. (Fiona Simpson, Artweek 

Judge 2019)


